Montessori
Questions and Answers

How is Montessori diﬀerent from other preschools?
In many preschools, the emphasis is on play and any educa onal concepts that the children learn are taught in a group by a teacher. In a Montessori classroom, the children
learn at their own, individual pace and according to their own choice of ac vi es, with the
teacher ac ng as a guide to the environment.
With all this freedom, isn’t their confusion?
The concept of freedom in the classroom is a freedom within limits. A child is allowed to
work freely as long as he does not disturb others. Children having freedom to follow their
interests are generally happy and busily involved in their work. Also the child “chooses”
ac vi es within a range of ac vi es suited to his stage of development under the guidance of the teacher, so here again there is freedom but within limits.
Would Montessori give my child the structure that I think he needs?
Teachers are constantly aware of your child’s stage of development and gently encourage
them towards par cular areas by demonstra ng suitable ac vi es to them. The
“structure” therefore exists, but in a subtle way. Also in the course of the day there are
speciﬁc mes set aside for circle me, outside play and group ac vi es such as reading,
music, singing, etc. There is therefore structure to the day’s events but also considerable
autonomy for the child to choose his ac vi es. This all helps to develop the child’s selfesteem, ini a ve and love of learning.
What about socializa on and group work?
Socializa on is very much a part of the Montessori method. In the classroom, children interact con nuously choosing to work on projects together, older children helping younger
ones. Every day there is some group ac vity and play outside as a group. Children learn
to work in a small community of friends. Social graces, manners and interpersonal relaonships are developed through group ac vi es as well as individual pursuits. They become a family—learning to share, to care for themselves, each other and their world.

Can Montessori cope with children with diﬀering learning abili es?
One of the real strengths of Montessori is that it allows the child to set their own pace.
Children of diﬀering abili es can therefore happily co-exit within the one classroom and
each can beneﬁt fro learning when they are ready to learn.
How do Montessori children adjust to mainstream educa on?
Montessori educa on teaches a child to be ﬂexible and respec ul. Because they learned
self-direc on and a posi ve a tude toward learning, children typically adjust very well to
other classroom se ngs. Research studies sow that Montessori children are well prepared
for later life academically, socially, and emo onally. In addi on to scoring well on standardized tests, Montessori children are ranked above average on such criteria as following direcons, turning in work on me, listening a en vely , using basic skills, showing responsibility, showing enthusiasm for earning and adjus ng to new situa ons.
Is there too much focus on academics in a Montessori classroom?
Montessori provides a variety of ac vi es that sa sfy the physical, social, emo onal and
intellectual needs of the children. The materials are available so that each child can reach
his full poten al—whatever that poten al might be. Children who are exposed to more,
learn more. Quite o en they are ahead of peers in other programs. The children learn to
solve problems for themselves. The goal is that they will be able to adjust to any situa on
and make the best of it. There are diﬀerent rules and guidelines in any social situa on and
adapta on is a skill that must be developed.
What role does the teacher play in a Montessori classroom?
The teacher acts as a facilitator of learning and models appropriate, respec ul behavior
and posi ve conﬂict resolu on. Teachers observe the children carefully to determine skill
levels and readiness and oﬀer appropriate ac vi es. The teacher is trained to teach one
child at a me or o en interacts with small groups. It is the role of the teacher to prepare
and con nue to adapt the environment, to link the child to it through well thought out lessons, and to facilitate the child’s explora on and crea vity.
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